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W88-0274.  Reformed Church Women.    




 Records of the Reformed Church Women organization of the Reformed Church in 
America (RCA).  The organization is descended from the women’s departments of the Board of 
Foreign Missions and the Board of Domestic Missions, and the Department of Women’s Work 
of the RCA.  Materials include handbooks, program books, newsletters, education packets, 
education programs, assembly programs and slide presentations. 
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 Initially, the men’s and women’s Boards of Foreign and Domestic Missions were 
separate entities.  They merged to become the Board of Foreign Missions (1946) and the Board 
of Domestic Missions (1950), while each maintained a women’s department.  On May 1, 1952, 
the women’s departments of both mission boards united into one department called the 
Department of Women’s Work of the RCA.  This organization continued until June 1957, when 
the General Synod of the RCA voted to establish a National Department of Women’s Work.  
This new organization began in 1960.  After a self-study, the women updated their organization 
in November 1972 and became known as Reformed Church Women, with Beth Marcus as 
Executive Director.  Triennial assembly meetings have taken place since April 1957. 
 The purpose of Reformed Church Women is to unite all women of the RCA in Christian 
fellowship in order to make Christ known throughout the world, to deepen the spiritual life of 
each of its members, and to develop a sense of personal responsibility for the whole mission of 
the church, through a program of prayer, education, giving, and service. 
  
Scope and Content 
 
 The Reformed Church Women collection consists of materials from 1933-2001, which 
document the work of the organization.  Included are newsletters, handbooks, education packets, 
program books, education programs, assembly programs, clippings, slide programs and a 
pamphlet by Dorothy Burt.  Education packets consist of materials on RCA colleges, domestic 
missions, and foreign missions.  Activities of the Reformed Church Women are detailed in the 
organization’s newsletter.  A more complete history of the organization can be found in the 1975 
handbook.  
 








 Accession File, Cox, Carol, 1996 
 Assemblies, 1947, 1957, 1985, 1989 
 Background History, ca. 1986 
 Burt, Dorothy: “I Call to Remembrance My Song,” 1975 
 By-Laws, 1974 
 Clippings, 1965-1996 (scattered) 
 Committee Meetings, 1986-1999 
 Conference Programs, 1979-1995 
 Denominational Reports and Correspondence, 1990-2000 
 Devotionals and Meditations, 1961-1989 
 Education Packets, 1954-1961, n.d., 1962-1968 
 Education Programs, 1954-1961 
 Handbooks, 1955, 1960, 1962, 1972, 1975 
 History, ca. 1986 
 Historic Booklet, 1996 
 Holland Classis, Agendas, Minutes, and Reports, 1989-1999 
 Members List, RCW Holland Classical Union Board, 1991-1998 
 Minutes, Holland Classical Union, 1988-2001 
 Michigan Synod Reformed Church Women 
  Board, 1987-1998 
  Board Members, 1983-1999 
  Minutes, 1986-1988 
 Newsletters 
  Connections, 1993-1994 
  Directions, History of and Newsletters, 1994-1997 (2 folders) 
  Grapevine, 1974-1977 (2 folders) 
  RCW News, 1983-1993 (2 folders) 
  Reformed Church Women’s Ministries, 1999-2000 
  Women’s Ministries…etc., 2000 




 Position Descriptions, RCW Classical Union Board, 1992 
 Program Books, 1963-1967, 1969-1970 
 Programs, Day of Enrichment, 1992-2000 
 Programs, Lenten Breakfasts, 1995-2000 
 Promotional Material, 1965-2001, n.d. 
 Resources for Speakers, 1990 
 Resource Guide, n.d. 
 Restructuring, 1992 
 Service Packet, 1967 




 Spiritual Life Packet, 1967 
 Synod of the Great Lakes Speakers List, 1997 
 Treasurer’s Book, Holland Classical Union, 1933-1959 
 Treasurer’s Book, Holland Classical Union-RCA, 1960-1984 
 Treasurer’s Book, Missionary Home Acct-Women’s Missionary Union, Holland   
  Classics, RCA, 1950-1978 
 Treasurer’s Reports, 1985-2001 
 Women’s Assembly at Hope College Program, 1947 
 Filmstrip and Audiotape (reel-to-reel), “Reformed Church Women Pageant,” 1975 
 Slides and Audiotape Cassettes 
  “Encouraging and Equipping-Reformed Church Women,” 1983 (99 slides) 
  “Reformed Church Women 9th Annual Triennial Assembly, Crystal Cathedral,  
   Garden Grove, CA,” ca. 1986 (78 slides) 
 
